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MEET THE FAN DESIGNER

How Alexis Dos Santos (LEGO® Ideas name Tkel86) from Portugal finds enough hours in the day for
his job as a programmer and web designer is a mystery to us. With an extensive portfolio of intricate
MOCs (My Own Creations), this Fan Designer keeps busy!

“In my free time, | love doing anything that
mixes creativity with ingenuity - LEGO building,
electronic projects, woodworking, drawing,
graphic design, 3D models and sculpting. |
love reusing materials for new purposes, like
disassembling a LEGO set to create another.
I always remember playing with LEGO bricks
- when | was a child, I inherited a box full of
pieces from a cousin, and from then on, | grew
my collection until | was a teenager. | had what
you call a ‘dark age’ away from the bricks from
when | was 16 to 26. Then | rediscovered my
passion when, by chance, I visited a LEGO fan
exhibition created by a community. | ended up
joining them, and this hobby grew exponentially.
This project took about six months. I've always

admired Tintin, and a co-worker inspired me
to recreate this model in LEGO bricks. | used
some Technic parts to obtain the fittings for
the legs and the top cone. | like that the model
uses round and conical elements made from
multiple pieces, as it is always a challenge to
be able to reduce visible gaps with relatively
complex fittings. Some of these elements in red
were difficult to find! After | shared it on the LEGO
Ideas website, my plan was to keep refining it, but
little by little, while | was busy working on other
projects, it reached 10,000 supporters. | love it
when models combine mechanised movements
and beautiful aesthetics. I hope fans will love the
final model’s wow factor.”
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Alexis' model, and the image from the book that sparked his idea




AN EXPLORER ON THE MOON!

The red-and-white chequered rocket from
Destination Moon (1953) and Explorers
on the Moon (1954) remains one of the
most recognisable symbols from The
Adventures of Tintin. In the story, Tintin,
Captain Haddock, Snowy and Professor
Calculus embark on a daring journey to
explore the dark side of the Moon, launching
agroundbreaking rocket from the fictional
country of Syldavia. When first published,
the adventure transported readers into a
future where human space travel felt within
reach, atatime whenanactual lunarlanding
was still only a dream. The rocket quickly
became asignatureimage of technological
progress and innovation, as Tintin and his
friends captured the imagination of millions
with a blend of adventure, suspense and
modern science.

© Hergé/Tintinimaginatio 2026




ART MEETS SCIENCE

The story seamlessly wove the characters’ familiar banter, wit and humour into a suspenseful tale of
espionage and scientific discovery. Because the rocket design, the Sprodj Atomic Research Centre and the
journey's technical details were all based on real research available at the time, the story felt both novel
and convincing, and the richly detailed scenes brought advanced science to a wider audience. Tintin's
legacy is now preserved in places like the Musée Hergé, and the pioneering spirit of his rocket continues
toinspire dreamers and explorers alike.
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Many details were based on real science.

Hergé compiled extensive research
materials and documents. Some are of
unclear origin, like these black/white
photos, that are classified under a separate
‘Hergé Documentation’ category.

© Danny Gys - Atelier Christian de Portzamparc Hergé-Tintinimaginatio 2026
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THE LEGO® IDEAS TEAM

Thefanmodel wasreally well done - it was
also enormous! So, we agreed to remove
the tower and focus on the rocket itself,
take Alexis' model from Earth to space,
and feature the characters in their iconic
space suits, including, of course, a LEGO®
Snowy figure! Hergé famously paid vigilant
attention to detail and accuracy, and we
wanted to do his work justice. The rocket
isa 6-sided shape with a subtle curve from
top to bottom. We explored countless
different building techniques and angles
to achieve this shape. The squares of the
chequered pattern on the rocket surface

First of all, this is
the Control Cabin.

are trapezoidal, and to stay true
to the design, the smooth surface
and authentic pattern were an
exciting challenge. The fins were
another technical part of the
model. The solution for thiswas to
use areflectedtriangle foreach
of the fins to create the correct
angle and lock them in to add
strength to the model. For the
rocket's top cone, we created
a new cone element that's
similar to the rocket's feet for
consistency.
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We included a control room atthe top of the rocket to show
an iconic scene after take-off, when the characters see
Earth from spacefor thefirsttime. We made itas accurate
as possible, with decorations, details and stickers, and we
evenmanaged to add the hatch for the doorinto the next
levelin the rocket.

‘Translating’ the charactersinto minifigure form was such
afun process. They have so much personality and comic
history, so we narrowed it down to expressions that reflect
this storyline. The spacesuits are inspired by Explorers on
the Moon, and Thomson and Thompson have their green
hair as a nod to a hilarious scene in the comic book!
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HOL DIR UNTERSTUTZUNG
RECUEILLEZ DES VOTES
CHIEDI DI ESSERE SUPPORTATO
CONSIGUE APOYOS
OBTEM APOIO
AT
ZDOBADZ GLOSY
ZiSKEJTE PODPORU
ZiSKAJTE PODPORU

SZEREZZ TAMOGATAST!
SHARE YOUR IDEA 3BEPITb NIATPUMKY
TEILE DEINE IDEE CERE SPRIJIN
PARTAGEZ VOTRE IDEE NONYYETE NMOAKPENA
CONDIVIDI LATUA IDEA IEGUSTI ATBALSTU
COMPARTE TU IDEA KOGU TOETUST
PARTILHA A TUA IDEIA RINK PALAIKYMA

SEAE
PODZIEL SIE POMYSLEM
SDILEJTE SVE NAPADY
ZDIELAJTE SVOJE NAPADY
0SZD MEG AZ OTLETED!
NOAUNITLCA CBOEIO IAEEI0
IMPARTASESTE IDEEA TA
CNOAENETE WQEUTE CU
PARADI SAVU IDEJU
JAGA OMA IDEED
PASIDALINK SAVO IDEJA
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LEGO® REVIEW
LEGO® PRUFUNG
EXAMEN PAR LEGO®
REVIEW LEGO®
REVISION DE LEGO®
AVALIAGAO LEGO®
REEHZ
OCENA LEGO®
POSOUZENI DESIGNERY LEGO®
POSUDENE DIZAJNERMI LEGO®
LEGO® VELEMENYEZES
Oornsn LEGO®
VERIFICARE LEGO®
MPErNEL HA LEGO®
LEGO® RECENZIJA
LEGO® ARVUSTUS
LEGO® APZVALGA

NEW LEGO® PRODUCT
NEUES LEGO® PRODUKT
NOUVEAU PRODUIT LEGO®
NUOVO PRODOTTO LEGO®
NUEVO PRODUCTO LEGO®
NOVO PRODUTO LEGO®
MRS m
NOWY PRODUKT LEGO®
NOVA STAVEBNICE LEGO®
NOVA STAVEBNICA LEGO®
UJ LEGO® TERMEK
HOBUW NMPOAYKT LEGO®
PRODUS LEGO® NOU
HOB MPOAYKT LEGO®
JAUNS LEGO® PRODUKTS
UUS LEGO® TOODE
NAUJAS LEGO® PRODUKTAS

{5+ 213661254 B

ideas.LEGO.com
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YOU COULD
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YOU COULD DU KONNTEST VOUS POURRIEZ POTRESTI PUEDES 27N
TU

Your feedback Dein Feedback Vos commentaires La tua opinione Tu opinién BN R FS BB
will help shape trégt zur nous aideront a ciaiutera a contribuird al FHRANESEH
the future Weiterentwicklung concevoir les futurs migliorare la futuro de esta HA~RETS,
development dieser Produktreihe  produits de cette creazione futura  serie de
of this product bei. gamme. di questa linea productos.
series. di prodotti.
Visit: Geh auf: Visitez : Visita: Visita: 1B
You also have AuBerdem hast du Vous pourriez Hai anche la También tienes EAEEW SR
the chance to die Chance, ein également gagner possibilita di la oportunidad  wEeEs,
win a LEGO® set. LEGO® Set zu un ensemble LEGO®. vincere un de ganar un

gewinnen. set LEGO®. set LEGO®.
Terms and Es gelten die Des conditions Termini e Aplican T"\T‘A*DZ"\{&"
conditions Teilnahme- s'appliquent* condizioni sono términosy &M
apply* bedingungen* applicabili* condiciones*

*L EGO.com/productfeedback-terms
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MUSEE HERGE

In partnership with the Hergé Museum
In Partnerschaft mit dem Hergé-Museum
En partenariat avec le Musée Hergé
In collaborazione con lHergé Museum
En colaboracién con el Museo Hergé
Em parceria com o Museu Hergé
SRIRABINESTE
We wspdtpracy z Muzeum Hergé
Ve spolupraci s Muzeem Hergé
V spolupréci s Muzeom Hergé
A Hergé Museummal egytttmiikédésben
Y napTHepcTRi 3 My3eeM Epxe
Tn parteneriat cu Muzeul Hergé
CBBMECTHO ¢ My3el Epxe”
Sadarbiba ar Hergé muzeju
Koostdds Hergé muuseumiga
Sukurta bendradarbiaujant su Hergé muziejumi
Hergé Mlzesi ile is birligi iginde

LEGO and the LEGQ logo are trademarks of the LEGO Group. ©2026 The LEGO Group.
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