










IF THESE KIOSKS 
COULD TALK

As with double-decker buses, Big Ben and Tower Bridge, 
it’s hard to imagine London’s boroughs, or even Britain, 
without the ever-present red telephone kiosks. Since the 
early 20th century, they have been an integral part of the 
landscape. Just imagine the millions of messages that 
have been transmitted through their cables through the 
decades. From trivial, everyday messages to life-altering 
news in times of national or global turmoil – happy, sad 
and everything in between – they played a vital part in 
keeping people connected. Perhaps that is why, even 
now, as landline phones have become largely obsolete, 
there is still a strong affinity for these humble landmarks, 
and you can still find well-preserved kiosks in almost 
every city or town in the United Kingdom.



2024 marks the 100th anniversary of Britain’s first red kiosk design. A 
predecessor, known as Kiosk 1, or K1, was introduced in 1921. It was 
the first-ever national telephone kiosk, produced after the unification 
of multiple private phone companies under the British General 
Post Office. This model could be painted any colour to meet local 
conditions.
 
In 1924, the General Post Office launched a contest for an upgraded 
design. Architect Sir Giles Gilbert Scott famously won the contest 
with his kiosk design, which would become the K2 around the time 
of the first installation in 1926. In addition to the signature domed 
roof, trimmed mouldings and internal beading, improved features 
included a pierced Tudor Crown for ventilation, a shelf with room for a 
telephone directory and a drip cap above the door.
 
It’s only fitting that this iconic design, created for a contest, is now 
honoured with a LEGO® Ideas model created and supported by LEGO 
fans. Although this model is not an exact replica, it is still heavily 
inspired by the K2 design, with respect for the architecture and 
culture it represents. Can you spot the differences?

A CONTEST  
CELEBRATING A CONTEST

A replica of the K1 kiosk



A CENTURY OF CHANGE

It is estimated that, from 1926 to 1935, between 1,500 and 1,700 of Scott’s K2 
kiosks were installed in London. Of those, around two hundred still exist today 
and have been given Grade II-listed status by English Heritage. If you happen 
to pass by the Royal Academy of Arts on Piccadilly, London, you can see two of 
them next to the entrance, including the original wooden prototype designed 
by Scott.
 
Due to the high production and transportation costs of the cast-iron and 
concrete K2 kiosks, Scott was eventually commissioned to design an alternative, 
more financially viable version – the K3 kiosk. Whereas the K2 kiosk was almost 
exclusively installed within London’s city limits, around 11,000 K3 kiosks, which 
were less expensive to produce and transport, were installed throughout Britain. 
As it turned out, they were less durable, which means fewer than a handful 
remain intact and in place today.

K1: 1921 K2: 1926 K3: 1929 K6: 1936

The K2 kiosk

Each year represents 
when the models 
were first introduced 
in public

K1: 1921 K2: 1926 K3: 1929 K6: 1936



ANYONE ON THE  
LINE TODAY?

The K3 was followed by the lesser-known and 
short-lived K4 and K5 kiosks, before the more 
famous K6 ‘Jubilee Kiosk’ was introduced in 
1936 to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of 
King George V. The K6 would remain in service 
across Britain throughout the 1960s until new, 
modern generations of kiosks were developed 
to accommodate advancing technology in the 
latter half of the century.

Since 2008, communities where the historic 
kiosks are no longer in service have been able 
to ‘Adopt a Kiosk’ (for as little as £1!) to preserve 
them as part of their local heritage. Many 
decommissioned kiosks now host a variety of 
creative installations, from local information 
centres and exhibitions to defibrillator 
stations, community-driven mini-libraries or 
art galleries. So, even without physical cables, 
the red telephone kiosks continue to connect 
people in their own unique ways.
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YOU COULD
WIN

LEGO.com/productfeedback

También tienes la 
oportunidad de 
ganar un set LEGO®.

Aplican términos y 
condiciones.*  

您还有机会赢取乐 高®套装。
条款和条件适用。* 

You also have  
the chance to win  
a LEGO® set. 

Terms and  
conditions apply.*

Vous pourriez 
également gagner un 
ensemble LEGO®. 

Des conditions 
s’appliquent.*

DU KÖNNTEST 
GEWINNEN
Dein Feedback trägt 
zur Weiterentwicklung 
dieser Produktreihe 
bei. 

Geh auf: 

PUEDES  
GANAR
Tu opinión 
contribuirá al futuro 
de esta serie de 
productos.

Visita:

轻松获奖
您的反馈将有助于我们在今后改进本产品系列。

请访问：

YOU COULD 
WIN
Your feedback will 
help shape the 
future development 
of this product 
series.

Visit:

VOUS POURRIEZ 
GAGNER
Vos commentaires 
nous aideront à 
concevoir les futurs 
produits de cette 
gamme.

Visitez :

*LEGO.com/productfeedback-terms 

Außerdem hast du die 
Chance, ein LEGO® Set  
zu gewinnen.

Es gelten die  
Teilnahmebedingungen.*

Hai anche la 
possibilità di vincere 
un set LEGO®. 

Termini e condizioni 
sono applicabili.*

POTRESTI  
VINCERE TU
La tua opinione ci 
aiuterà a migliorare 
la creazione futura 
di questa linea di 
prodotti.

Visita:




