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TRANQUIL TROPICAL
TREASURES

Cultivating a thriving aquascape full of marine flora and
fauna is an endless source of joy! You can spend hours
creating and curating a miniature water world where life

is allowed to slow down a little. A tropical aquarium can
transform a small corner of your living space into a unique,
meditative display. No matter how much you research,
prepare and care for your aquarium, it never ceases to
inspire you. Ready to dive in and learn more? Let's take you
through this LEGO® underwater paradise where you can
explore the beauty, serenity — and surprises - in a creative
environment!






CAREFREE
LEGO® CREATURES

Welcome to the world of LEGO® tropical
fish. From colourful personalities to swaying
movements, you will meet a tank full of
creative creatures, each with their own
charming character. You may recognise
some of them from a snorkelling trip - but,
of course, we couldn't resist adding a splash
of imagination!

2\

\

SEA CRAB

Crabs date all the way back to
the Jurassic period. The smallest
known species are less than
1cm (0.35in.) long, whereas the

largest, the Japanese spider crab,

can measure up to 3.7 m (121 ft.)
between its claws!

STRIPED BRICKFISH

Similar to how rockfish have
evolved to disguise themselves as
stones, the striped brickfish looks
curiously like it is made of LEGO
elements! This incredibly rare fish
is native only to the imaginations
of LEGO Designers and now found
exclusively in your LEGO Icons
Tropical Aquarium.



ANGELFISH VARIETIES

The Pomacanthidae family represents over 80 different species,
angelfish among them. They're a fascinating and familiar sight

in coral reef ecosystems and look almost ethereal as they twirl
through the water. The colours and sizes of angelfish are quite
varied. Young angelfish can also look very different from how they
do as adults, as their stripes and markings change as they grow.

RAINBOWFISH

We were inspired by how well rainbowfish
colours match LEGO colours. Most
rainbowfish are found in fresh water, a few
live in brackish waters and estuaries, while
others have adapted to saltwater aquariums.
This one has evolved to live in the open air!



MESMERISING
CORALS

A coral reef consists of a plethora of
symbiotic creatures. Swaying gently
with the current, corals contribute to
the diverse circle of life under the sea.
Some in your aquarium are inspired by
real life, others are only grown in this
LEGO® model.

NEW LEGO SPECIES

Marine biologists discover new oceanic
species on a regular basis. Your LEGO
aquarium is home to intriguing new coral
variations for you to discover and name!

BRAIN CORAL

A core staple of a healthy reef, this slow-growing
coral can grow to 150-170 cm (59-66.5 in.) tall.
Some specimens live for up to 900 years!

GARDEN EELS

These are typically found in burrows on the
seafloor. Usually, they only poke out just
enough to catch food drifting in the current.




SEAWEED

Seaweed may resemble land plants, but it's structurally
different. The leaf-like parts are ‘blades’, the stem-Llike
parts are ‘stipes’ and the root-like anchors are ‘holdfasts'.

— PURPLE CORKSCREW ANEMONE

Did you know that corkscrew anemones can sting intruders
or cover themselves completely with sand if threatened?
(This one is quite safe!)

—— BUBBLE-TIP ANEMONE

These organisms absorb nutrients by filtering
particles with their tentacles or consuming debris
produced by fish dwelling in their habitat.

MARINE ALGAE

‘Marine algae’ refers to various types of ocean-growing algae. They are believed
to produce around half of the Earth’'s oxygen through photosynthesis!



A CREATIVE SPIN

Hidden levers add an extra few elements of
surprise. With the creative use of joints, axles
and engineering magic, you can make parts
move like real sea creatures. Using turntables
positioned at distances that form Pythagorean
triples (go, maths!), we recreated organic
shapes, movements and natural aesthetics.

MOVE THE CRAB

Turn the ‘stone’ element and make
the crab crawl out of its cave.




SWIRL THE CORALS

Rotate the grey knob to make
the sea anemones swirl.

ANIMATE THE FISH

Turn the crank on the side of
the model and the rare striped

brickfish will wiggle and ‘swim’. OPEN THE TREASURE CHEST

Turn the crank behind the treasure chest to
make the lid open and close.
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Be careful what you feed the fish!

The LEGO® croissant used here
represents a tiny seashell.
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A CLEAN SWEEP

LEGO® mop and broom
elements are used throughout
the set - like in these aqua/
light-blue coral structures.

HATS OFF

Five different types of LEGO hats
and headgear elements are used to
recreate life-like corals. The brain
coral uses purple LEGO minifigure
chef's hats, and the light-green
coral is built with pith helmets!

DISCOVER AS
YOU BUILD

One of the special features of a LEGO
aquarium is that not everything is
what it seems. If you look closer,
you'll find that, when combined in
new ways or colours, LEGO elements
can be used to create surprising new
structures that look nothing like their
original design! Look out for these
details as you build.



AN OLD TUSK

The anemone tentacles
were originally designed
as LEGO elephant tusks!

A SOFT SHELL??

The elements used for the
tiny shells are repurposed
LEGO cupcake tops.

LEAVE A LIGHT ON

The element housing the
purple corkscrew anemone
was originally designed to
be part of a desk lamp!

NINJA-POWERED
CORALS?

The light-yellow coral element
originated as a magical power
element in LEGO NINJAGO® sets.
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Crabs love hiding in rock formations
and peeking out for feeding.
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No tropical aquarium is complete without a fun,
nautical-themed accessory, like a lighthouse or
maybe part of a shipwreck. This sunken treasure

chest adds an air of mystery and movement!



357

210



358

21






213



359

361

360

214

362







364

216




365



366

218







4x 2Xx

2X 2X 2x 2x

368

220



369






223



372

374

373

224

375

B






377

226




378






380



4x 2X

2X 2X 2x 2X

381

230



382




383

232



233









Tx Tx Tx

385

236






Tx Tx 2X

386

238



388

/2

v

389

387

239



1x

Tx

Tx

390

240



391













245












399




400

402

40T

250

403









406



ALE

-

e



408



4x 2Xx

2X 2X 2x 2X

409

256



410




411

258




259









262



PIK]



|

264



416

417

415

265



1x

Tx

Tx

418

266



419

267






269



L23

270




L24

271



272



273






275



7/,



277



L2383

278

2 X



-_ s Wy



280

X



T )3



282

2 X



-_ics 000 JUkK



284

[ X



&

-
Finding a pattern for the aquarium’s backdrop was surprisingly challenging,
as it needed to feel both very organic but also use a limited number of
pieces, so that it's always easy to find the parts you need.
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Throughout the LEGO® Icons Tropical Aquarium,

we intermittently used translucent and opaque

leaf elements to control light refraction and
create the effect of flowing seaweed.
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When you use a drive mechanism via levers
and linkages rather than gear chains,
it helps to transfer as much mechanical
power as possible and gives you more
control over the final movement.
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FROM THE LEGO® ICONS DESIGN TEAM

We poured all the attention that a live tropical bit of movement activated by disquised levers
aquarium deserves into every inch of this model.  throughout the model. For the delicate fish
While designing the aquarium, we wanted to fins, a brand-new element helped us achieve a
reimagine some organic shapes and play with flawless, fluttery look — which also happens to
energetic colour gradients and translucency work perfectly as seaweed! We hope you have
to create a kaleidoscope of vibrant coral, fun building and maybe experience some ocean
swaying anemones and lifelike tropical fish. tranquillity in your home.

As an added touch of interaction, we added a
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We used LEGO® dinosaur tails in a new

opalescent colour to create the effect of
the soft sea anemone.
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While developing this new ‘fin’ element,
we challenged ourselves to make
something that was purposefully organic,
yet versatile for other uses. We're excited
to see what other ways you come up with
to use this piece!
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This prickly bush LEGO® element was

originally released in 1992. It continues
to prove its creative versatility!
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Do these elements look familiar? To create

this purple brain coral, we repurposed
a bunch of LEGO® minifigure chef's hats
clustered together!




427



673 674

428



429



6/38

676

6/7 6/9

430



431



632 683

432



©OSL:



687

685
L I |
¢ 688
686

434



I = & e B =
KTow i B
689 690
1 1
2 2

435



436




LS



438

696

695




- i _li; 1 _l_l;
k™ i 21 RS )
1x Tx 8x 8x 1Ix 4x 2x 8x 8x 1Ix

698 6991

= g 439



2x

/700

440

&

If you look closely, this coral is made from
re-coloured LEGO® broom heads.
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Garden eels burrow into the sand
and emerge to catch drifting food.
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LEGO® hats and headwear are
consistently helpful in building
realistic organisms. Five different
types of LEGO headgear are used in
this set. Can you spot them all?
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